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A CELEBRATION OF PROFESSOR TSUNEO OMURA'S LIFE
By Bettie Sue Masters

There is so much to say about Omura Sensei. | had the honor and pleasure of being
co-hosted by both Ryo Sato and Tsuneo Omura in Osaka and Fukuoka, respectively, as long ago
as 1978 as a Visiting Professor of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. It was my very
first sabbatical leave from my then university home, the University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School in Dallas. As unique an experience as it was for me in my first visit to Japan, | am
sure it was a challenge to them to host a female biochemist for an extended period of time.
However challenging it might have been, it was a productive and magical time for me as | worked
with their students, presented seminars at the Imperial Universities all over Japan and saw so
many beautiful sceneries there. | shall never forget that experience! After my initial stay at the
Protein Institute in Osaka in Professor Sato’s laboratory, | boarded the Bullet Train for Kyushu
Island, where | was greeted enthusiastically by Professor Omura. Anyone, who was ever hosted
by him, will recall his welcoming smile, his thoughtful gestures and inclusiveness, including his
Saturday morning laboratory meetings with his trainees. | learned a lot from his organizational
skills and personal interactions with his students. But there was something else: Tsuneo loved to
drive and he escorted his guests all around the Kyushu countryside, even taking me, my two
daughters and my father-in-law, who were visiting me at the time, to Mt. Aso for an exciting view
and a climb. (It erupted the year following our visit!)

Tsuneo and | attended the very first meeting of the “Microsomes and Drug Oxidations”
symposium in Bethesda, Maryland, USA, and were the only attendees at the Kanazawa meeting
in 2018, who had been there. We maintained mutual correspondence throughout the many
decades following that meeting and my JSPS Visiting Professorship—especially at each New
Year. He also made the trip from Japan to my retirement symposium at the University of Texas
Health Science Center at San Antonio in 2015 and left me a scrapbook of photos with my late
husband, Bob, from many of the Cytochrome P450 meetings throughout the world—a most

thoughtful gift.



Who can forget Tsuneo’s always-pleasant demeanor? While maintaining adherence to
truth and integrity, he never spoke an unkind word to or about anyone in my presence. | suspect
that was true of everyone’s experience. The influence of his scientific contributions on my
professional life, among the first to which | was exposed and became interested, is
immeasurable.

| shall never forget Tsuneo Omura Sensei. He was an influential colleague and dear

friend for over four decades. | HONOR his life.

Respectfully,

552 (s

Bettie Sue

Bettie Sue Masters, PhD
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Department of Biochemistry, Duke University Scholl of Medicine, NC, USA

Research Interests: Structural/Functional Modularity in Nitric Oxide Synthase and
the Molecular and Cellular Effects of Human Mutations in Cytochrome P450
Reductase.
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